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Nellis and Creech AFBs are enrolled in the
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EFMP-FS Hosts ‘Basic Training’ for Special Needs
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care, and EFMP
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Sl among other

Z topics. Lunch

‘g will be provided.
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than a year ago I've noticed too many EFMP
families unaware of everything they needed
to know,” explained Stephanie Garnes.
“There are basic topics that families with
special needs should know to ensure they
receive the personnel, medical, and family
support they're entitled to receive. [ decided
to host an event to help families navigate
through the services and procedures so
they can become more educated and less
frustrated with the EFMP process.”

That event is EFMP Basic Training for
Parents scheduled for 10am to 3pm
Tuesday, Jan. 24 at the Airman & Family
Readiness Center (A&FRC). Garnes has

service members. It is meant to identify
family members with special medical and/
or educational needs. Once a member
has entered the program, the needs of
the family will be considered during the
assignment process, but the needs of the
Air Force will always be considered first.
Garnes said the training is geared toward
EFMP families, but emphasized that anyone
with an interest in EFMP is invited to
attend. Those unable to attend the entire
day should feel free to attend the briefings
that interest them most.
For more information or to reserve a seat,
call the A&FRC at (702) 652-3327 .

hosted a Christmas
stocking and care package party Dec. 2. The Blue Star

14,

Mothers of Henderson and B City provided
items for Lomie Heard Elementary School students to
send to deployed Lomie Heard parents.

Above - Jordan Marlott (left) and his brother, Austin
(right), take a break from preparing care packages to pose
with a camouflaged Santa Clause.

Right - Nevaeh Brown carefully inspects a stuffed animal
before adding it to her Christmas stocking.

Heard Students Wrap Packages for Deployed Troops
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Academy will

be accepting
applications for
the 2012-2013
academic year

Jan. 12 through
April 13. Online
applications

and additional
admissions
information can

be found at www.
agassiprep.org/
admissions. Those
seeking paper
applications should
visit the Agassi Prep campus located at 1201
W. Lake Mead Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89106
or obtain an application from the School
Liaison Oficer (SLO) at the Airman & Family
Readiness Center.

Founded by Hall of Fame tennis player
Andre Agassi more than a decade ago,
Agassi Prep is one of nearly 20 public
charter schools presently operating in
southern Nevada and it is arguably among
the most successful in Clark County:.

Agassi Prep Executive Director Mike Piscal
credits the school’s success and growth
to the “unwavering commitment” of the
school’s founder and Agassi Foundation
Chief Operating Officer (COO) Julie
Pippenger, but Piscal has chalked up a few
accomplishments of his own since arriving
one year ago. Not the least of which is
increasing enrollment from 600 to 1,045
and establishing the Summer Of A Lifetime
(SOAL) program that sends students in
grades 8-11 away to college and universities
-- such as Stanford, Georgetown, US Military
Academy, and even Oxford -- for two to four
weeks.

“My biggest challenge is to get our kids to
believe that they can do great things...that
if they work hard they can go to the great
colleges in our nation,” explained Piscal. “We
are working hard to create a culture where
everyone believes in the greatness of our
kids.”

Evidenced by the numerous applicants
seeking admission to Agassi Prep year to
year and its steady growth there are more
than enough believers.

The elementary school has grown from
300 to 520 students. The middle school
enrollment more than doubled to 340
students; and the high school student body
increased from 140 to 210. Piscal doesn’t
expect any the elementary and middle
schools to grow anymore, but the high

Agassi Prep will begin accepting applications Jan. 12
through 4pm April 13. The lottery will be held the end
of April.

SLO Newsday

grow to 475 students.

As a tuition-free
charter school,
Agassi Prep has more
instructional and
operational autonomy
than a traditional
public school, such
as those in the Clark
County School District
(CCSD). However,
failure to meet the
goals outlined in their
“charter” can mean
school closure. Agassi
Prep is also subject
to state statutes that
provide for a random selection or lottery to
select prospective students.

The lottery system is explained in detail
at the Agassi Prep website, but essentially
the program works as the state-approved
guidelines dictate, which states “If more
pupils who are eligible apply to [Agassi Prep]
for enrollment for the school year than the
number of spaces available, [Agassi Prep]
shall determine which applicants to enroll on
the basis of a lottery system.

These state-approved guidelines establish
the following enrollment priorities and
allowances (listed in order of priority):

1. Applicants economically
disadvantaged with siblings
attending Agassi Prep, during the
school year, and living within a two-
mile radius of Agassi Prep

2. Applicants economically
disadvantaged and living within a
two-mile radius of Agassi Prep

3. Applicants with siblings attending
Agassi Prep, during the school year
and living within a two-mile radius of
Agassi Prep

4. Applicants living within a two-mile
radius of Agassi Prep

5. Applicants with siblings attending
Agassi Prep during the school year

6. Applicants economically
disadvantaged and living beyond a
two-mile radius of Agassi Prep

7. All remaining applicants

The lottery itself will be held at the end of
April and applicants will be notified of the
results shortly thereafter. Everyone who
applied will be placed on a “wait list” that
rank orders applicants based upon their
lottery number. Military families that arrive
after these dates should contact Agassi Prep
COO Chris Smith at (702)316-2374 or

SCHOLARSHIPS: For more scholarship
information, visit http://cpd.ccsd.net/

*Ronald McDonald House Charities
Amount: Varies
Eligibility: High School senior in Clark or
Nye County with a minimum unweighted
cumulative GPA of 2.7 or higher; a legal U.S.
resident less than 21 yrs. of age.
Deadline: Jan. 6
Website: www.ronaldmcdonaldscholarship.org/

*Ron Brown Scholar Program (National)
Amount: 10 - $10,000 (for four years)
Eligibility: African-American high school
seniors who excel academically, exhibit
leadership, serve the community, and
demonstrate financial need
Deadline: Jan. 9
Website: http://www.ronbrown.org/Apply/
EligibilityRequirements.aspx

»Gates Millennium Scholars (National)
Amount: TBD
Eligibility: Senior, African-American,
American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian Pacific
American, or Hispanic American. Minimum
Unweighted 3.3 GPA.
Deadline: Jan. 11
Website: www.gmsp.org

Nellis Officers Spouses Club Scholarship
Amount: $750-$2,000sponsoring academic
Eligibility: Graduating high school seniors
and dependent military spouses who exhibit
potential and desire to complete a program
leading to a college degree.

Deadline: Postmarked no later than March 2
Email/Call: Ms Sarah Johnson-Robles at

SarahJR4NOSC@aol.com or (702) 656-2435.

*Gen. Henry H. Arnold Education Grant
Amount: $2,000
Eligibility: Need-based $2,000
undergraduate studies grants to children
of: active-duty members, Title 10 Air Guard
Reserve(AGR)/Reserve, Title 32 AGR
performing full-time active duty, retired,
retired reserve and deceased Air Force
members, spouses (stateside) of active-duty
members and Title 10 AGR/Reservists, and
surviving spouses of deceased personnel.
Senior NCOs and officers are highly
encouraged to apply. This program is tailored
for Air Force families with college students.
Deadline: March 9
Website: http: //www.afas.org/Education/
ArnoldEdGrant.cfm

TUTOR.COM: Tutor.com is free for military
families and available online 24 /7. Any military
member or his or her dependent interested

in taking advantage of this free service should

visit www.tutor.com/military.
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