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Disclaimer: This Military Child Education Guide is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
instead should serve as a resource for federally connected families assigned to Nellis AFB, 
Creech AFB, and the Nevada Test & Training Range.  Contents are current as Oct 2011. 

Written and Designed by ron Gibson

The Table of Contents is bookmarked. Simply select the topic using the mouse and click.
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Welcome to southern Nevada – home of Nellis and Creech Air Force Bases and the Nevada 
Test and Training Range (NTTR).  All three play host to some of the US military’s most 

diverse, fast-paced, and dynamic missions found anywhere in the world. In that regard, 
southern Nevada’s military installations are much like the region’s local school system, which 
not only features one of the largest public school districts in the nation, but also has a variety 
of charter, private and home school options for those seeking more choice in their child’s 
education. Many of those choices are revealed in this publication, along with hyperlinks to 
additional online resources.  Simply select any blue link, which links the user to the website it 
describes.
Public school
The Clark County School District (CCSD)	is	the	fifth	largest	in	the	nation	with	more	than	
308,000 students and 357 schools. The vast majority of military children who attend local 
primary and secondary schools throughout Clark County attend public schools.  This guide will 
provide helpful information about the local public school system, ranging from enrollment to 
graduation requirements. The CCSD website and the Back to School Reporter also serve as an 
excellent resource for information about the lone public school district in Clark County.
charter school 
According to the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, Nevada is one of 40 states that 
authorize public charter schools as of the 2010-2011 academic year. These primary and 
secondary schools are public schools that receive public money, but they have been freed from 
some of the rules, regulations, and statutes applicable to other public schools. In exchange for 
their freedom from some regulations governing the traditional public school system, charter 
schools are accountable for producing certain results, which are set forth in each school’s 
charter. charter schools are attended by choice and do not charge tuition. The Charter 
School Association of Nevada has a website with more information about Nevada’s charter 
schools and how to apply. However, the most current information about local charter schools can 
be found at the Nevada	Department	of	Education’s	Office	of	Charter	Schools	website.

Private school
Clark County has more than 100 parochial and secular private schools.  While each school 
has its own enrollment and graduation requirements, all require military children to provide 
appropriate credentials prior to matriculating at their school, including but not limited to, 
transcripts, test scores, and immunizations.  There are several local private schools that also 
offer military discounts to active-duty or active Reserve and Guard members. A list of some of 
those schools can be found in the private schools section of this guide, but it is always best to 
inquire about military discounts whenever considering a private school of any kind. Website 
links and reviews of local private schools can be found at the Private School Review website.
Home school
Home school or home education is a legal, alternative educational option used by military 
families who wish to forego public or private school in favor of directly overseeing their 
children’s education.   Nevada revised state statutes outlining the requirements of home 
education in 2007.  Those interested in learning more about home education should use the 
links included here and read Nevada State Senate Bill 404 at the Home School Legal Defense 
Association (HSLDA) website. 

http://ccsd.net/
http://ccsd.net/parents/enrollment/
http://ccsd.net/departments/guidance-counseling/graduation-information
http://static.ccsd.net/ccsd/content/ccsd-news/pdf/20110804-643260697.pdf
http://dashboard.publiccharters.org/dashboard/home
http://www.nevadacharters.org/
http://www.nevadacharters.org/
http://www.doe.nv.gov/SD_CharterSchools.htm
http://www.privateschoolreview.com/county_private_schools/stateid/NV/county/32003
http://www.hslda.org/Legislation/State/nv/2007/NVSB404/default.asp
http://www.hslda.org/about/
http://www.hslda.org/about/


Ron Gibson
School Liaison Officer
Airman & Family Readiness Center
4311 N Washington Blvd, Ste 102
Nellis AFB, NV 89191-7073
Phone: (702) 652-3327/DSN 682-3327
Fax: (702) 652-5766/DSN 682-5766
Ronald.Gibson.ctr@nellis.af.mil.

School	Liaison	Officer	or	SLO	is	the	primary	advocate	and	
point of contact for the educational needs of military-
connected children associated with Nellis and Creech 
Air Force Bases and NTTR. Most bases have a military 
SLO (must have a rank of at least O-6) and a civilian SLO. 
The military SLO here is the 99 Mission Support Group 
Commander. The civilian SLO, who serves as the day-to-
day	advocate	for	military	children,	has	and	office	at	the	
Nellis AFB Airman & Family Readiness Center (A&FRC).
Specifically,	SLOs	provide	guidance	to	military-connected	
families regarding enrollment, placement, graduation, 
special education, and eligibility for extracurricular 
activities at local primary and secondary schools.  While 
most military children attend traditional public schools, 
SLO assistance extends to several other local education 
alternatives, including home education, private schools, 
public charter schools, and cyber/virtual schools.
SLOs work for military installations – not schools – but 
they do work closely with local school administrators and 
teachers to convey military families’ unique needs and 
to resolve issues that might deleteriously affect military 
children in and out of the classroom. While SLOs work 
closely with parents to determine the best educational 
options for their children, SLOs do not select schools for 
military children to attend. That responsibility rests with 
the	parents	who	are	always	the	first	and	best	advocate	for	
their respective children.
The Responsibilities of the SLO include 
the following broad categories:

• Identifying barriers to academic success and developing 
solutions 

• Promoting parental involvement
• Developing and coordinating partnerships in education 
• Providing parents with the tools they need to overcome 

obstacles to education that stem from the military lifestyle
• Providing for the delivery of special needs family support 

services in coordination with the Medical Treatment Facility 
and Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) Manager

• Promoting and educating local communities and schools 
regarding the needs of military children

• Providing information for newly assigned military families 
and parent groups 

• Providing ongoing analysis and feedback on family needs 
• Maintaining communication with school representatives 

by identifying and distributing school information   
 

The SLO produces a monthly newsletter, SLO 
Newsday, to keep everyone -- affiliated or 
unaffiliated with the military -- informed of 
issues affecting school-age military children.  
Additional brochures, pamphlets, such as the 
primer above, are also published by the SLO. If 
you're interested in receiving it electronically, 
email the SLO office or call the A&FRC at (702) 
652-3327.
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Clark County is home to one unitary public school district called Clark County School District 
(CCSD).  CCSD serves the entire county, including the incorporated cities of Boulder City, 
Henderson, Las Vegas, Mesquite, and North Las Vegas.  CCSD also provides public education 
to the cities and townships of Laughlin, Blue Diamond, 
Logandale, Bunkerville, Goodsprings, Indian Springs, 
Mount Charleston, Moapa, Searchlight, and Sandy Valley.

CCSD	is	the	fifth	largest	school	district	in	the	United	
States with 308,447 students (according to preliminary 
count day numbers recorded on Sept. 23, 2011).  In 
addition to a comprehensive education program for 
kindergarten through grade 12, the district has magnet 
schools and career and technical academies geared 
toward those students with unique interests, skills, and 
abilities. CCSD operates 357 schools as of the 2011-2012 
school year: 217 elementary schools; 59 middle schools; 
49 high schools (including Virtual HS); 24 alternative 
schools (behavior), and eight special education schools. Additional programs include special 
and occupational education, a before-and-after-school program, tutorials, various parent 
organizations, and a liaison division for home education. The district has made Adequate Yearly 
Progress	(AYP)	three	of	the	last	five	years,	according	to	stipulations	of	the	current	version	of	
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act also known as the No Child Left Behind (as of this 
publication),	which	is	expected	to	be	reauthorized	with	significant	changes.

In August 2011, the state of Nevada’s Department of Education and CCSD unveiled a new 
component used to evaluate schools throughout the state called the Nevada Growth Model. It 
provides parents with a three-year comparison of individual school growth and grade-level 
achievement; essentially, the model measures each student’s growth in achievement over time.  
A “School Growth Summary” for each elementary and middle school may be viewed online at 
http://ccsd.net/district/growth-model/. 

CCSD has seen a number of changes during the last year: hiring a new superintendent, 
inducting a new president of the school board, and swearing in three new trustees. The biggest 
change is probably the very structure of CCSD.   The number of Area Service Centers (ASC) was 
reduced from four to three and their primary functions have changed.  The newly conceived ASCs 
will focus on trouble-shooting non-academic issues, while academic managers assigned to 13 
new performance zones will focus on improving academic standards. Each ASC also will feature 
an ombudsman charged with facilitating the process for answering questions and resolving 
concerns at schools when the perfunctory "chain of command" fails to yield a resolution.  

While there are military-connected children associated with Nellis, Creech, and NTTR 
matriculating at public schools throughout Clark County, the majority of military children attend 
schools	in	the	northwest	area	of	the	Las	Vegas	Valley,	specifically	what	has	been	and	will	continue	
to be called Area Service Center 1.		The	zone	in	ASC	1	where	military	parents	will	find	the	schools	
zoned for Nellis AFB – Lomie G. Heard Elementary School, Carrol M. Johnston, and Mojave High 
School – is performance zone two, comprised of 19 schools.

Most schools deemed “empowerment schools” are now part of the autonomous zone if they 
continue to meet the required performance zone targets. For more information about the 
restructure of CCSD, read the August 2011 issue of SLO Newsday. 

The CCSD website is replete with useful 
information. Click the button above to begin 
browsing the website.
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http://ccsdde.net/
http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/Depts/parks/Pages/safekey.aspx
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/index.html
http://nde.doe.nv.gov/
http://nde.doe.nv.gov/Accountability/NGMARolloutIntroduction.pdf
http://ccsd.net/district/growth-model/
http://ccsd.net/district/areas/
http://ccsd.net/district/areas/1/
http://schools.ccsd.net/heard/
http://schools.ccsd.net/johnston/
http://schools.ccsd.net/mojave/
http://schools.ccsd.net/mojave/
http://www.nellis.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-111021-049.pdf
http://www.ccsd.net
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Student Enrollment/Registration

Kindergarten
Nevada Regulatory Statute (NRS 392.040) requires 
school attendance between ages seven and 18. State 
law also requires children to attend a state-approved 
kindergarten program or to take a developmental 
assessment	test	in	order	to	enter	the	first	grade.	CCSD	
currently offers a half-day kindergarten program for all 
students and a full-day program at selected schools. 
State funding was provided to implement full-day 
programs in some Title I schools. A full-day, tuition-
based program is offered at selected schools. Parents 
should call their zoned school for specific information. 
Grades 1-12
If	your	child	is	enrolling	in	a	Clark	County	school	for	the	first	time,	regardless	of	the	grade,	you	
need the following items to complete your child’s registration: 
√	 Proof of Address. Two forms of proof of address are required. These may be in the form  
 of a recent utility bill, rent receipt, residence lease, or sales contract.
√	 Proof of the child’s identity.	This	may	consist	of	an	original	birth	certificate,	a	passport,		
	 or	a	baptismal	certificate.	No	copies	will	be	accepted.
√	 Up-to-date medical information. You must have records indicating your child has had,  
 or at least started, this series of immunizations: Four DPT shots, Four Polio doses,
 Two mmr shots (one	by	15	months,	and	one	by	kindergarten	or	first	grade),	two   
 Hepatitis a shots, three Hepatitis B shots, and one chicken Pox (Varicella). 
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As	in	most	stateside	public	school	districts,	where	one	officially	resides	in	Clark	County	dictates	
where one goes to school, so selecting a permanent residence may be one of the most important 
decisions a family makes when moving here. 
Military children living at Nellis AFB are zoned for three schools located in CCSD Area Service 
Center 1.  The schools assigned for those military children are Lomie G. Heard Elementary 
School (located at Nellis AFB), Carroll M. Johnston Middle School, and Mojave High School.  
For families living off base, the CCSD Area Service Center and school attendance zone to which 
students are assigned depends upon their parents' permanent address.  Discovering the names 
and locations of the elementary, middle, and/or high schools to which a child is zoned is as 
simple as visiting the CCSD website and selecting the link called zoning information located on 
the homepage under the parents tab. After the zoning information page appears, select zoning 
search, type in the street number and street name (without the direction – N,S, E, or W or the 
suffix	–	St,	Ave.,	Blvd,	etc.),	and	wait	for	the	website	to	reveal	your	zoned	schools.		The	same	
page	reveals	eligiblity	for	CCSD	bus	transportation.		For	more	specific	questions	about	school	
bus transportation, go to the CCSD Transportation website.
as a general rule, the school for which your child is zoned cannot be changed. However, 
according to CCSD regulations, there are provisions “by which a parent or guardian...may request 
that a student be assigned to a school other than the attendance zone in which the parent or 
guardian resides.” 

Zoning

2011-2012  Nellis, Creech & NTTR Military Child Education Guide

Click on the button above to access the CCSD 
enrollment brochure.

http://leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-392.html
http://schools.ccsd.net/heard/
http://schools.ccsd.net/heard/
http://schools.ccsd.net/johnston/
http://schools.ccsd.net/mojave/
http://ccsd.net/schools/zoning/index.php
http://transportation.ccsd.net/
http://ccsd.net/parents/pdf/How_to_Enroll_2011-12_EngSp.pdf
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One of the more frequent procedures used by military families is a zoning variance, and there 
is no guarantee it will be granted. Principals of both the sending and receiving schools 
must agree to the zone variance and it must be reapproved annually. Parents also become 
responsible for ensuring their child gets to and from school.  The school district does not 
provide transportation to the new school. 
Principals grant zone variances for more reasons than can be listed here; generally each 
decision is made on a case-by-case basis, but following are some of the reasons students may be 
granted a zoning variance:
*Change of Family Residence. The district may approve a request for a zone variance for a 
student whose parent or guardian intends to move from one attendance zone to another within 
the semester. The district may allow a student to enroll in the school in the new zone upon 
providing documentation regarding the forthcoming move. Such documentation shall include 
one of the following: (1) a properly executed contract to purchase a home; (2) a properly 
executed rental or lease agreement; or (3) a current utility deposit payment receipt or billing 
statement showing the name of the parent or guardian and the service address. The district 
may	allow	a	student	whose	parents	move	during	a	semester	to	remain	in	the	school	of	first	
enrollment until the end of the semester.
*Day Care Requirement. The district may approve a zone variance request for an elementary 
or middle school student to attend a school outside his or her attendance zone when the 
student of working parents must have day care and such care is located outside of the 
attendance zone in which the student resides. In addition to completing a zone variance 
application, parents requesting a zone variance for this reason must provide the district with a 
notarized	statement	indicating	the	place	and	hours	of	employment	and	verified	enrollment	in	a	
childcare facility. If the zone variance is approved, the district will assign the student to the 
school in the elementary or middle school attendance zone in which the childcare facility is 
located.
*Employed High School Student. The district may grant a zone variance request of a parent of 
a high school student to allow the student to attend a high school other than his or her assigned 
high school when student employment is complementary to the educational and/or vocational 
goals of the student, provided supporting data, including a letter verifying employment and 
check stub, are provided with the application.
*Child of Employees of CCSD. The district may approve a zone variance request for a student to 
attend the school where the parent or guardian is an employee. Along with the zone variance 
application,	employees	must	provide	verification	of	parental	rights	or	legal	guardianship	of	the	
student.
*Parental Request for Administrative Zone Variance. The district may approve an 
administrative	zone	variance	if	it	is	determined,	through	written	justification	that	the	best	
educational interest of the student would be served by allowing attendance in a non-resident 
zone.
To	find	out	more	about	CCSD	attendance	zone	regulations,	go	to	the	CCSD Regulation 5112 or 
visit Attendance Zone Advisory Commission (AZAC) website.

Zoning (cont.)
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Nellis AFB-zoned Schools

lomie G. Heard elementary school
Lomie G. Heard is the only school located at Nellis.  Anyone living in base housing are 
automatically zoned for Heard Elementary School. The elementary school serves more than 750 
students	in	grades	kindergarten	through	fifth	grade.		Parents	who	do	not	live	at	Nellis	AFB,	but	
assigned to the aforementioned or Creech AFB, can apply for a zone variance. Zone variance forms 
can	be	obtained	from	the	school’s	administrative	office	or	the	SLO’s	office	at	the	Airman	&	Family	
Readiness	Center	(A&FRC).	Lomie	Heard’s	administration	office	can	be	reached	at (702) 799-
4920.
carroll m. Johnston middle school
Johnston Middle School serves more than 1,300 students in grades six through eight. More 
than 500 military children attended the school during 2010-2011.  For more information about 
Johnston Middle School, visit the website or call (702) 799-7001.    
mojave High school
Mojave serves more than 2,300 students in grades nine through 12. Mojave is a turnaround school 
that hired new administrators and more than 100 teachers after the 2010-2011 academic year.  
Call mojave High school at (702) 799-0432 to learn more about the changes, which includes a 
greater emphasis on math and science and an engineering track.

Open Enrollment

CCSD began offering limited open enrollment during the 2010-2011 school year and the district 
is expected to offer the same option during 2011-2012 academic year. 

Open enrollment allows interested students to attend selected schools with open seats outside their 
assigned attendance zones, but not until the following academic year.  Once a child is selected to 
attend a school via open enrollment and the parent accepts, it becomes the neighborhood school 
for the student from the grade they enter until the terminal grade. So, if a parent/guardian uses 
open enrollment to move their second grade student to another school, the child would be allowed 
to	stay	at	that	school	through	fifth	grade	without	forced	reapplication	every	year	as	with	zone	
variances.

Also unlike zone variances, school principals are not involved in the selection process for open 
enrollment and there are not special criteria that must be met, which is a feature of other choice 
programs, such as magnet schools and No Child Left Behind.  The selection process is completely 
random for open enrollment. Note: Transportation is not provided for students selected to attend 
schools through CCSD’s Open Enrollment.

Parents/guardians should begin to see information about open enrollment in mid-to-late-
November.	The	deadline	to	apply	is	usually	scheduled	during	the	first	or	second	week	of	January.	
Schools with available seats are advertised, allowing families to express interest in enrolling their 
children there. If the interest in seats exceeds the number available, a random selection process or 
lottery is conducted.

Parents/guardians	with	CCSD	students	enrolled	in	first	through	12th grade can visit http://ccsd.
net/schools/open-enrollment/ where they can apply online via the Open enrollment interest 
Form. Hard	copies	of	the	form	also	can	be	found	in	the	main	office	of	most	schools,	which	should	
be mailed to: ccsD instruction Unit, 5100 W. sahara ave., las Vegas, NV 89146. Those 
selected to attend a school through open enrollment should be informed by early to mid-
February.
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Magnet Schools and Career & Technical Academies

Magnet Schools and Career & Technical Academies (CTA) comprise elementary, middle, and 
high schools throughout Clark County. These popular schools offer coursework associated 
with a variety of careers and opportunities for higher education, such as aerospace and 
aviation, biomedical and environmental sciences, International Baccalaureate (IB), information 
technologies,	performing	and	fine	arts,	communications,	law,	health	services,	police	and	fire	
public services, travel and tourism, veterinary and medical sciences, computer animation, and 
engineering. 

Magnet schools and CTA’s popularity has made the 
process to attend them very competitive. The 2010-2011 
school year saw as much as a 30 percent increase in 
applications for some schools. Like open enrollment, a 
magnet school or CTA with more applicants than seats 
available uses a random selection process or lottery 
to determine who gains admission.  Also, like open 
enrollment, those who secure a position at a magnet 
school or CTA may remain until completing the terminal 
grade. Acceptance to elementary schools is based upon 
random selection and nothing more, but middle and 
high schools selection is based upon a set of preferences 
during the selection process, which considers 
qualifications	such	as	grades,	attendance	and	citizenship,	
siblings enrolled at the school, and feeder school alignment. 

Students from across the district may apply online from October to February, but the district 
also accepts mailed and hand-delivered applications. The address is: ccsD magnet/cTa 
Department, 5708 mountain Vista, las Vegas, Nevada 89120.	Parents	are	notified	of	the	
lottery results in early April.  If their child is accepted to more than one school, they must 
select one school, and the acceptance documents must be returned by the indicated date – no 
exceptions. 

The SLO usually hosts an annual information session for military members and their families, 
Department of Defense (DoD) civilian employees, retirees, and contractors at Nellis AFB.  
Those unable to attend the base event can attend CCSD information sessions throughout the 
community,	which	are	usually	posted	on	the	CCSD	website.		Anyone	unable	to	find	the	dates	and	
times should call the Magnet/CTA Department at (702) 799-8492 or the slO at (702) 652-
3327.

C.V.T. Gilbert Elementary (above) was 
awarded the Ronald P. Simpson School of Merit 
Award in 2010, which is annually bestowed 
upon the nation's top magnet school.
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The newest CTA -- West Career & Technical Academy -- opened August 2010.
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Special Education

The district provides special education direct services, related services, and support services to 
eligible students with disabilities ages three to 22.  Military members with children who have 
special needs should read Special Education Right of Parents and Children and 504 Resource 
Guide for Parents to learn more about your child’s right to free appropriate public education 
and the steps to take if your child has special needs. CCSD Student Support Services Division 
publishes a Special Education Procedures Manual intended to guide teachers, administrators, 
parents, service providers, and others involved with the education of students with special needs 
in complying with federal and state requirements.
Parents	should	first	consult	with	their	child’s	special	education	teacher,	assistant	principal,	and	
principal to resolve any issues with children who have special needs or suspected special needs, 
but area service centers also have special education directors and coordinators who provide 
guidance, expertise, and oversight for the schools assigned to their respective areas.  Most 
Nellis and Creech military children attend schools located in Area Service Center 1.  The special 
education director and coordinator can reached at (702) 855-7518. Contact information for 
directors and coordinators of other Area Service Centers can be found on page 14.

child Find* 
Child Find is a free Clark County School District service designed to identify and evaluate the 
needs of children ages three to 21 who are suspected of having a disability or delay and not 
currently enrolled in the district. Parents or guardians may initiate a free evaluation of their child 
by calling the Child Find Project Office at (702) 799-7463. A determination whether a child 
is eligible for services is made following his or her evaluation in accordance with requirements 
established by the State of Nevada in any of the following areas: developmental delay, speech/
language impairment, mental retardation, autism, serious emotional disturbance, health 
impairment, orthopedic impairment, visual impairment, hearing impairment, traumatic brain 
injury or specific learning disability. The evaluation also assists in determining a child’s program 
placement and services. In addition, parents will assist in developing an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) for their child. 

Transportation for students with disabilities*
Students with disabilities participate in general education bus transportation unless they 
demonstrate a disability-related need for special education school bus transportation. Parents/
guardians requesting student transportation for medical reasons should contact the school 
nurse to obtain the appropriate form(s). Anyone with concerns regarding transportation and 
bus schedules that impact a student’s school day should: (1) contact the principal; (2) contact 
the ASC superintendent and use the district’s complaint resolution process outlined in ccsD 
regulation 1213.1; (3) call the district’s transportation department at (702) 799–8110; or (4)
call	the	Office	of	Compliance	and	Monitoring,	Student	Support	Services	Division	at	(702) 799–
1020.

The Wraparound services Department* 
This department maintains a list of volunteers, called Surrogate Parents, who are willing to 
represent students with disabilities during Special Education Meetings. The department also 
maintains records for students receiving special education and related services, and holds 
meetings with parents and private school representatives twice annually. For more information 
about Wraparound Services, adapted physical education, assistive technology, and other special 
education services, visit http://sssd.ccsd.net/ and select special education support services.

*Source: CCSD Back To School Reporter & CCSD website
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*Source: CCSD Back To School Reporter & and website

Gifted & Highly Gifted Programs* 

The Clark County School District offers 
gifted education services for eligible 
students through a variety of programs 
and instructional models. The Gifted and 
Talented Education (GATE) Program provides 
services to eligible students in grades three 
through five via a pull-out model. Gifted and 
talented students are those identified to have 
outstanding abilities and talents using multiple 
assessments. They exhibit high performance 
capabilities in general intellectual functioning 
and/or possess academic aptitude in a specific 
area. Students may be referred at any time 
during the school year. Interested parents or 
staff should consult with the GATE specialist 
or general education teacher to discuss the 
referral/identification process. Students are 
provided 150 minutes per week of differentiated instruction in the GATE classroom. 

The curriculum involves advanced, problem-based interdisciplinary units of study. Students 
are deemed eligible with test scores at or above the 98th percentile on an individually 
administered verbal or nonverbal ability test. Tests are administered by the GATE specialist 
assigned to the student’s school. Students who score below the 98th percentile may qualify 
for services through a matrix. The matrix includes standardized achievement scores 
or classroom grades, and both parent and teacher rating scales. Students who transfer 
from other school districts with scores at or above the 98th percentile on an individually 
administered test of general intellectual ability may be referred for immediate consideration 
for GATE services. Students with scores below the 98th percentile must follow established 
CCSD	referral/identification	procedures.

 The Title 1 Alternative GATE Services (TAGS) Program is offered to eligible students in 
grades	three	through	five	attending	Title	1	schools.	Students	who	score	between	the	90th	
and 97th percentile on either a verbal or nonverbal ability test are provided 50 minutes per 
week of differentiated instruction in a pull-out model. Students are provided additional 
enrichment above the educational opportunities offered in the general education classroom 
in order to maximize their potential.

The Highly Gifted (HG) Program serves eligible students with general intellectual ability 
scores at or above 145 on the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale administered by a licensed 
psychologist.	The	HG	Program	identifies	and	serves	the	academic	and	affective	needs	of	
highly gifted students in grades K-12 through an individualized program developed to 
assure student success. Anyone seeking additional information regarding gifted education 
programming should contact the GATE specialist assigned to each elementary school or call 
the	Gifted	Education	Program	Office	at	(702) 799-8601. 
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Virtual High school*
Virtual High School allows students to take advantage of educational opportunities through 
interactive online courses. Students can access courses via the Internet, but must have access to 
appropriate technology. Classes are based on the Nevada state standards. Students who choose 
to enroll full-time are able to complete all necessary coursework to earn a high school diploma. 
Full-time student interest forms are available online at www.ccsdde.net. Students who wish 
to remain enrolled at their zoned school may enroll in up to two online courses per semester 
through their school counselor. More than 2,500 concurrent students enroll each semester in 
core, elective, honors and Advanced Placement (AP) courses at Virtual High School. 
Call (702) 855-8435 for more information.
credit by exam*
Credit by Exam provides an opportunity for the advanced student to progress at the 
student’s	own	learning	pace.	Credits	for	specific	courses	are	awarded	based	on	demonstrated	
competence through an examination process. Credit by Exam is available only to enrolled high 
school students for classes they are not currently enrolled in, nor have previously taken. All 
Credit by Exams require the approval of the student’s counselor and principal. Note: Credit by 
Exam is not available for every course. For additional information, including fees, call (702) 
799-8636 or visit http://schools.ccsd.net/ais.
independent study*
Students who cannot, or choose not to, attend a comprehensive school may enroll in 
Independent Study. Independent Study is a competency-based program. Students work on 
coursework in accordance with their individual educational plan. Students work at home and 
report	to	a	designated	school	site	once	a	week	on	a	specified	school	day	to	meet	with	a	teacher	
for two hours, receive instructions, turn in work and take required tests. Credit is issued once a 
student completes all course requirements. For additional information, including fees,  
call (702) 799-8636 or visit the AIS website at http://schools.ccsd.net/ais.  

C
onnecting Families, Communitie

s 
an

d 
S

ch
oo

ls

  
 M

IL
I T

A
RY  C H I L D  E DUC

A
T

I O
N

AIR FORCE

Page
12

*Source: CCSD Back To School Reporter and website

Extracurricular Student Activities & Athletics* 

The	CCSD	Activities	Office	provides	support	for	school-based	activities	and	creates	
opportunities for student participation with appropriate local, state, and national events and 
organizations. For information about the clubs and athletic activities offered at individual 
schools,	please	contact	the	school	activity	office	directly.	For	general	information,	go	to	the 
curriculum and Professional Development webpage and select activities or athletics. 

Guidance & Counseling

The average military family moves three times more often than 
their civilian counterparts, according to the American Association 
of School Administrators, so oddly enough, the inevitability of 
change is the one constant on which most military-connected 
children can rely. Military-connected children associated with 
Nellis and Creech AFBs experience the same anxiety, apprehension, 
and transitional challenges as other military children, but there is 
help for them in the form of the Guidance and Counseling Services 
of the Clark County School District (CCSD).  Visit their  website 
to	find	out	more	about	how	to	ease	your	child’s	transition	to	middle	school,	high	school,	and	
college, in addition to scholarship information and more.

Alternatives to Traditional Classroom Setting

2011-2012  Nellis, Creech & NTTR Military Child Education Guide

www.ccsdde.net
http://schools.ccsd.net/ais/
http://schools.ccsd.net/ais/
http://ccsd.net/departments/guidance-counseling


High School Graduation Requirements* 

To receive a standard or advanced diploma from a Nevada high school, students must pass the 
Nevada High School Proficiency Examination in addition to meeting course requirements. 
Students must pass reading, writing, math, and science exams. Any student who completes 
course	requirements,	but	fails	the	Nevada	High	School	Proficiency	Examinations	will	receive	a	
Certificate	of	Attendance	rather	than	a	diploma.	

+ Math units must include at least Algebra 1 or 1H, or Applied Algebra 1A and 1B, or above. 
++ A maximum of ONE credit for Physical Education II will be granted if a student    
 participates outside of the school day in interscholastic athletics or on a drill team,   
 marching band, dance group, or cheerleading squad. 
+++ Satisfactory completion of a semester computer literacy course offered in grades 6, 7, or 8  
 will meet the requirement for the use of computers. 

standard Diploma
•English   4 credits
•Math    3 credits+
•Science   2 credits
•World History/
  Geography   1 credit
•U.S. History   1 credit
•U.S. Government  1 credit
•Physical Education  2 credits ++
•Health Education   .5 credit
•Use of Computers  .5 credit+++
•Electives   7.5 credits

advanced Diploma
•English     4 credits
•Math     3 credits +
•Science     3 credits
•World History
  Geography   1 credit
•U.S. History    1 credit
•U.S. Government/Arts
  Humanities
  Occupational education 1 credit
•Physical Education   2 credits ++
•Health Education   .5 credit
•Use of Computers   .5 credit+++
•Electives    7.5 credits

Total     24 credits
(Student must achieve a minimum 3.25 unweighted GPA.)

Total    22.5 credits
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*Source: CCSD Back To School Reporter and website
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Important CCSD Phone Numbers & Websites

Administrative	Offices	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (702)	799-5000
Board of School Trustees       (702) 799-1072
superintendent’s Unit
Superintendent's	Office       (702) 799-5310
Assessment, Accountability, Research & School Improvement   (702) 799-1041 
Communications	Office	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (702)	799-5304	
Community & Governemnet Relations      (702) 799-1080
Government Affairs        (702) 799-5438
Human Resources Division       (702) 799-0008
•	Administrative Personnel Services      (702) 799-2915
•	Licensed Personnel Services      (702) 799-5427
•	 Elementary	Staffing	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (702)	799-5096
•	Licensure Services        (702) 799-0052
•	Recruitment        (702) 799-5427
•	 Secondary	Staffing		 	 	 	 	 	 	 (702)	799-5097
•	 Substitute Services        (702) 799-5420
•	 Support Staff Personnel Services      (702) 799-5328

School-Community	Partnership	Office      (702) 799-6560
Police Services         (702) 799-5411
Testing and Evaluation        (702) 799-5403
area service centers (asc)
Area 1          (702) 799-1719
Area 2          (702) 799-1222
Area 3          (702) 799-2640  
Autonomous Zone        (702) 799-8492
Education Services Division       (702) 855-9775
Instruction Unit         (702) 799-5475
Curriculum & Professional Development     (702) 799-5119
Adult Education        (702) 799-8650
Homework Hotline        (702) 799-5111
Home Instruction        (702) 799-8642
Student Support Services Division      (702) 799-5471
Early Childhood Special Education      (702) 799-7479
Special Education        (702) 799-5471
Student Records        (702) 799-2487
Operations support Unit
Budget Department        (702) 799-5452
Demographic, Zoning & GIS       (702) 799-6435
Attendance Zone Advisory Commission     (702) 799-6430
Food Service Department       (702) 799-8123
Transportation         (702) 799-8111
Facilities Division        (702) 799-8710
Vegas PBS         (702) 799-1010
A	complete	list	of	downloadable	directories	for	all	CCSD	staff	and	offices	can	be	found	here. 
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Military children move an average 
of six to nine times during their 
parents’ typical 20-year career. 
The frequency of military moves 
not only complicates family 
life, but also presents practical 
challenges since the United States 
does not have a standardized 
public school system. Education 
is administered locally, so school-
related matters ranging from 
enrollment to graduation vary 
from one school district to the 
next. 
The Interstate Compact on 
Educational Opportunities for 
Military Children (ICEO), which 
is often referred to as “The 
Compact,” is state legislation 
meant to ease school transition 
and address some of the 
administrative challenges military 
children face as they move from one stateside military installation to another. 
As of October 2011, 39 states had signed ICEO, which covers more than 85 percent of military 
children in the United States. ICEO provides uniformity regarding records transfer, enrollment, 
course placement, graduation, extracurricular participation, and entrance and exit testing. 
The state of Nevada passed ICEO in June 2009, and it became effective January 2011. Parents of 
military children transferring to Clark County School District (CCSD) from other stateside bases 
will need to present a copy of their Permanent Change of Station (PCS) orders to the school for 
which their child is zoned. The PCS orders serve as proof of their move to a military assignment 
in Clark County. Along with PCS orders, parents also should bring transcripts, course syllabi, 
shot records, Individual Education Plans (IEP), and all other records from the child’s previous 
school (see page 22 for a list of recommended items to keep during your move). 
Once the school receives the records, makes an assessment, and determines the student’s 
standing, school administrators will work to place the military child in the appropriate courses. 
As of October 2011, the state of Nevada had yet to appoint an ICEO Commissioner, but CCSD has 
codified	the	statute	as	in	the	form	of	CCSD	Policy.	Parents	should	contact	the SLO website or call 
(702) 652-3327 to learn more about how the local public school district is implementing ICEO.

 

Instruction Unit 
702‐799‐5475 

(Rev: 3‐11) 

Elementary School Parent General Information for 
Students Enrolling Under the Provisions of the Military Compact 

nevada revised statutes 388.470 & 392.040 

This information is provided to parents/guardians as an overview of the military 
Compact. For more information regarding the provisions of the military Compact, 
please speak with the clerk, office manager, or an administrator at your child’s school.  

 Age for Kindergarten: students must be placed in kindergarten if the student 
was enrolled in kindergarten in another state, regardless of age. enrolled means 
the student sat in a kindergarten class at least one school day. 

 Grade Level Placement: students who have satisfactorily completed the 
prerequisite grade level shall be placed in the next higher grade level, regardless 
of age.

 Records: parents/guardians may provide unofficial transcript/records to the new 
school for the purpose of grade-level placement and course selection. The new 
school will request official records from the sending school. The sending school 
will process and furnish the official educational records within 10 days or such 
time as reasonable. 

 Immunizations: parents/guardians shall provide proof of immunizations 
(completed or in process of receiving) within 30 school days after enrollment.  

 Special Education:  parents/guardians should provide a copy of the student’s 
individualized education program when registering. students who were eligible 
for special education services in their previous school district may be entitled to 
short-term, comparable special education services in CCsd, until such time as 
their continuing need for special education services in nevada is determined. 

 Program Placement:  schools shall initially honor placement of the student in 
educational programs based on assessments from the sending state or 
participation in like programs (eg. gaTe, ell).  

 Attendance:  students shall be granted additional excused absences to visit 
his/her parent or legal guardian when relating to leave or deployment.

 

 

Middle/High School Parent General Information for 
Students Enrolling Under the Provisions of the Military Compact 

nevada revised statutes 388.470 & 392.040 

This information is provided to parents/guardians as an overview of the military Compact. For more information 
regarding the provisions of the military Compact, please speak with the clerk, office manager, or an 
administrator at your child’s school.  

 Grade Level Placement: students who have satisfactorily completed the prerequisite grade level shall 
be placed in the next higher grade level, regardless of age.  

 Records: parents/guardians may provide unofficial transcript/records to the new school for the purpose 
of grade-level placement and course selection. The new school will request official records from the 
sending school. The sending school will process and furnish the official educational records within 10 
days or such time as reasonable. 

 Immunizations: parents/guardians shall provide proof of immunizations (completed or in process of 
receiving) within 30 school days after enrollment.  

 Special Education:  parents/guardians should provide a copy of the student’s individualized education 
program when registering. students who were eligible for special education services in their previous 
school district may be entitled to short-term, comparable special education services in CCsd, until such 
time as their continuing need for special education services in nevada is determined. 

 Program Placement:  schools shall initially honor placement of the student in educational programs 
based on assessments from the sending state or participation in like programs (eg. gaTe, ell).  

 Course Placement Flexibility:  CCsd shall have flexibility in waiving course or program prerequisites 
as well as preconditions for placement in courses or programs.   

 Attendance:  students shall be granted additional excused absences to visit his/her parent or legal 
guardian when relating to leave or deployment.  

 Extracurricular Activities:  CCsd shall facilitate opportunities for transitioning students of military 
families to be included in extracurricular activities, regardless of application deadlines, to the extent 
they are otherwise qualified. 

 Testing:  CCsd and nevada department will review, with an enrolling 12th grade student, possible 
alternatives to the high school proficiency exam. 

 High School Graduation:  school administrators shall waive specific courses required for graduation if 
similar course work has been completed at another school. if a waiver is not granted, the student shall 
be provided alternate means of acquiring the required course work so the student may graduate on 
time.

 
if a student transfers to CCsd immediately before, beginning, or during his/her senior year and is 
ineligible to graduate from CCsd after all alternatives have been considered, the sending state and 
CCsd shall ensure the receipt of a diploma from the sending state if the student meets the graduation 
requirements of the sending state.

instruction unit 
702-799-5475 

(rev: 3-11) 

CCSD policy that can be found by selecting this link located on the SLO 
home page under the “Information for Parents” section. Parents simply 
present military orders to the school upon enrolling their child. After 
receiving the orders, the school does their best to enroll the military child 
and to place him or her in classes that most closely match the courses 
from their previous school. For those seeking additional excused absences 
for their military children before and after military deployments, the 
trigger works much the same way.  Present military orders as appropriate 
or inform the school, so the absence can be arranged with teachers and 
administrators.
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Parents of military children have the unique opportunity to quantify a part of their children’s 
education by completing the US Department of Education Federal Impact Aid Survey.  Federal 
Impact Aid is critical to ensuring the appropriate levels of funds make it to public school 
districts charged with educating military children.

The	constant	enrollment	fluctuation	within	
public school districts, coupled with the loss 
of property tax revenue due to the presence of 
tax-exempt federal property, such as military 
installations, prompted Congress in 1950 to 
provide	financial	assistance,	or	Impact	Aid,	
to Local Education Agencies (LEAs), such as 
the Clark County School District (CCSD).  The 
additional funds are meant to offset some of the 
expenditures due to the enrollment of federally 
connected children, such as military children 
and students who live on Indian lands. Impact 
Aid also is used to augment the cost of educating 
federally connected children living off-base, 
children with special needs, children residing 
on Indian lands, and children living in federally 
subsidized low-rent housing.

CCSD begins mailing Federal Impact Aid Surveys 
to hundreds of military families with children 
attending public schools throughout Clark 
County in October and continues to collect forms 
through January. The information recovered 
from	the	surveys	will	determine	the	“official”	
number of military-connected students enrolled 
in local school districts, and in turn, the amount 

of federal funding the district can receive for educating military children.  The anonymous 
information recovered from the survey is sent to the Department of Education to determine if 
the LEA meets the minimum requirements for receiving impact aid funding, which must be at 
least 400 students or three percent of the average daily attendance. 

Failure to complete the survey means less money for the public school district, and 
consequently, fewer resources for military children. In fact, since the early 1990s, Congress has 
appropriated an increasingly smaller amount of funds for Impact Aid, making completion of the 
form even more important.

Completing the survey properly is crucial.  That means completing the entire form, especially 
the section seeking name, branch of service, and rank. According to CCSD Data Services 
Director, the school district gets neither credit nor funding for educating the school-aged 
children of a federally connected  family whose active-duty member, dependent, civilian, or 
contractor fails to accurately complete the form.  The best advice is to complete the impact aid 
form as you would complete any other federal form – thoroughly – including the signature. 
CCSD	is	obligated	to	keep	confidential	any	information	provided.

Above is an example of the Impact Aid Survey. This 
year’s submission date is Friday, Oct. 21.  The letter 
cannot be completed and signed prior to that date 
or it is void, but it can be submitted from Oct. 21 to 
Jan. 31, 2012. Mail it to the address listed on the form.  
Anyone who fails to receive the survey should email the 
SLO or visit the Airman & Family Readiness Center.

Impact Aid Program Survey—Survey Date: 10/21/11

The United States Government provides funds to school districts impacted by the loss of 
local taxable property due to a Federal presence.  The Impact Aid funds help pay for
school supplies, textbooks, and other student services. Your child’s school records 
indicate a possible federal connection. Please complete either section 1, 2 and/or 3 
below if either parent/guardian lives on federal property, is on active military duty 
and/or is a civilian working on federal property as of the survey date listed above.

If none of these categories applies, please check the “No Federal Connection” box below,
providing a signature and returning the letter in the postage paid envelope provided.

STUDENT INFORMATION
Student’s Last Name First Name and MI Birth Date Student ID

School Name Grade Level

Student’s Address City State Zip Code

1.STUDENT LIVED ON FED PROPERTY IN CLARK CNTY WITH PARENT/GUARDIAN on 10/21/11
Check the appropriate 

Federal Property:

Southern Nevada Housing

Authority:

Federal Properties

CC LV NLV NAFB Coast Guard Lake Mead

2.PARENT/GUARDIAN IN MILITARY SERVICE ON 10/21/11
If either parent/guardian was on active duty in the Unformed Services/Foreign Military on 
10/20/2006(divorced parents and step-parents qualify).
Parent/Guardian’s Last Name, First Name, and MI Branch of Service Rank

Duty Station/Foreign Government NATIONAL GUARD OR RESERVES ONLY: ACTIVATED BY 
PRESIDENTIAL ORDERS TITLE 10

YES NO

Form must be signed and dated for the district to receive funds under 
Title VII/Impact Aid. This form and the information provided are kept 
strictly confidential.

SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN (certifies above information was true 10/21/11) DATE

Please return this form to your student’s school or mail it to the address 
below:

CLARK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT – STUDENT DATA SERVICES DEPARTMENT
4260-B Eucalyptus Avenue – Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 799-2487
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Charter schools are public schools, which means they are free for school-aged children to 
attend. They receive state funding like Clark County School District (CCSD) schools; however, 
unlike CCSD schools, they operate under a charter or contract, issued by a public entity such 
as a local school district or the Nevada State Board of Education. As a result, charter schools 
operate relatively autonomously. In exchange for their freedom from some of the rules 
and regulations applicable to traditional public schools districts, charter schools are held 
accountable for measurable and improved student achievement. If the goals of the school set 
forth in the charter are not reached, the school’s charter may be revoked or not renewed.
In addition to perusing the list of charter schools below, you also should visit the website for 
the state of Nevada’s Office	of	Charter	Schools,	which	can	answer	more	specific	questions	about	
how the schools operate and how to gain admittance to one of the charter schools located 
in Clark County. While the information located at the Charter School Association of Nevada 
website is not as current as the state-run site, it can be a useful link to learn about charter 
school education in Nevada. The list below is current as of October 2011.

Andre Agassi College Preparatory Academy 
graduated its first class of seniors in spring 
2010.  

Nevada State 
High School is 
a dual-credit 
program, 
which has 
been deemed 
"exemplary" 
multiple years.  

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade
•	 Imagine School at Mountain View
Kindergarten-5th Grade
•	 Rainbow Dreams Academy
•	 Somerset Academy (Emerson Campus expanding to K-8)
Kindergarten-7th Grade
•	 Silver Sands Montessori Charter School (expanding to K-8) 
•	 Somerset Academy (North Las Vegas Campus expanding K-8)
Kindergarten - 8th Grade
•	 100 Academy of Excellence (expanding to K-12)
•	 Discovery Charter School
•	 Quest Academy Preparatory Education
•	 Silver Sands Montessori Charter School (expanding to K-8) 
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Kindergarten - 11th Grade
•	 Coral Academy of Science-Las Vegas
7th-12th Grade
•	 The Delta Academy
9th - 12th Grade
•	 Beacon Academy of Nevada (Distance Education)
11th - 12th Grade
•	 Nevada State High School
Kindergarten-12th Grade
•	 Andre Agassi College Preparatory Academy
•	 Explore Knowledge Academy
•	 Innovations International Charter School of Nevada
•	 Nevada Connections Academy (Distance Education)
•	 Nevada Virtual Academy (Distance Education)
•	 Odyssey Charter Schools (Distance Education)
•	 Renaissance Academy (Distance Education)
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The exact number of homeschooled children is unknown, but nearly every reputable 
organization estimates the number to be at least 
1.5 million with some estimating a number as 
high as 2.4 million in the United States. Despite 
the lack of a precise count, one could make an 
argument that home school has grown into 
what many parents, including those serving in 
the military, see as a viable option to public or 
private education. 
There are many local, state, and federal resources 
for anyone interested in home schooling their 
child.  Hyperlinks to some of them can be found 
below.
Other resources can be found at the Nevada 
Homeschool Network, National Military Family 
Association, and Military Child Education 
Coalition websites.
In	Nevada,	parents	of	prospective	home	school	students	must	file	a	Notice of Intent to Home 
School with the CCSD Home School Liaison Office, which is located at 2701 east st. louis 
ave., Door e , las Vegas, NV 89104. A Notice of Intent form must be completed for each child 
ages seven to 18. Parents only need to file the form once unless the name or address of the parent 
or child changes, or if the child is reentering homeschooling after being enrolled in public school.
For those assigned to Nellis, Creech, and NTTR there are a few local home education 
organizations available to provide advice, mentoring, and collaboration.  Among them are the 
Nellis & Creech Home School Group and the Las Vegas Valley Homeschool Network, but they are 
just two of the local groups willing to assist families interested in home education. Becoming a 
member to any of the aforementioned will lead interested home school families to other active 
organizations in the Las Vegas Valley.
For more information about home school options, email the SLO or call (702) 652-3327.
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Local, State & Federal Resources for Home Educators

state of Nevada 
Statute governing home schooling in Nevada 
•	 Home School statute

Updated home school responsibilities 
•	 Local School District Home School Responsibilities

clark county school District
ESD	Home	School	Liaison	Office	links
•	 Education Services Division Home School Home Page
•	 Notice of Intent to Home School
•	 Notice of Intent for Homeschooled Child to Participate 

in Public School Activities and Programs

Other resources
•	 Nevada Home School Network
•	 Rise Resource Center
•	 Home School Legal Defense Association

Nellis aFB and Nevada Home school 
Groups
•	 Nellis & Creech Home School Group
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There are several parochial and secular schools in Clark County. The best advice when 
considering any private school is research, research, and more research.  Most importantly, 
as	with	any	school,	visit	the	campus	prior	to	making	a	financial	commitment	and	ensure	the	
school’s curriculum is one that meets expectations.
There are a few private schools that advertise a military discount for military families, but it is 
always wise to ask about discounts whether the school advertises them or not.
While the list below is not an endorsement of any particular school, it may a helpful starting 
point for families considering private school. A more extensive list of most Clark County private 
schools can be found at Private School Review. 
•	 Bishop Gorman High School
•	 Crossroads Christian Academy (military discount)
•	 Cornerstone Christian Academy
•	 Challenger School
•	 The Adelson Educational Campus (military discount)
•	 Faith Lutheran Jr./Sr. High School
•	 Lamb of God Lutheran School
•	 Mountain View Christian School
•	 Oasis Christian Academy (military discount)
•	 The Alexander Dawson School at Rainbow Mountain
•	 The Meadows School

The Alexander Dawson School at Rainbow Mountain is a coeducational, nondenominational, 
independent day school for college-bound students in Early Childhood (age 3) through Middle School 
(eighth grade).

Our School is located on a 35-acre site in the foothills of the mountains west of Las Vegas in the 
community of Summerlin.  Dawson offers our 630 students wonderful facilities and exceptional 
teaching.  

Built at a cost of more than $35 million, our campus includes an Early Childhood Education Center 
(ECEC) for three and four-year-olds.  Our ECEC facility houses five classrooms with low teacher-to-
student ratios (1 to 8).  The Lower School (kindergarten – fourth grade) and Middle School (fifth - 
eighth grade) are taught in state-of-the-art classroom buildings. 

We are proud to offer more than $1 million each year in financial aid to qualified families.  In addition, 
we offer several merit-based scholarships for Middle School students. 

Our Admissions Office will be pleased to answer your questions and to offer you a personal tour of our 
campus.  Please call Julie Lepere, Director of Admissions, at 702-949-3600, ext. 603.  You can view 
additional information about our programs at our website:  www.AlexanderDawsonSchool.org.

We hope you will come see if a Dawson education is right for your family. 

Respectfully yours, 

Michael H. Imperi 
Headmaster 

The Alexander Dawson School campus is located at 
10845 West Desert Inn Road, Las Vegas, NV  89135.

The Adelson Educational Campus is 
located at 9700 West Hillpointe Road, 
Las Vegas, NV 89134.
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Crossroads Christian Academy is among the newer private 
parochial schools. The campus is located at 124 Tenaya 
Way Las Vegas, Nevada, 89145.
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CCSD administrators, a home school representative, and a 
charter school representative take questions from the Nellis, 
Creech, NTTR community at the Desert Oasis Club during the 
SLO's Annual Military Child Education Forum. 
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Get Involved

Communication is the cornerstone of any 
quality education. Teacher to student and 
vice versa is obviously important, but candid 
and frequent communication between 
parents and school staff is critical to the 
success of the child and school. Most public 
and private schools have some version of 
the traditional Parent-Teacher Association 
(PTA), sometimes called Parent Advisory 
Council (PAC) or Parents’ Group at some 
CCSD schools. These organizations are 
meant to provide parents the most current 
information about school curriculum, 
extracurricular activities, and upcoming 
events. 
For those parents with children attending 
public school, most CCSD Area Service 
Centers and School Board of Trustees host 
PAC meetings at least once per month. CCSD 
School Board meetings and work sessions also are held each month. Go to the CCSD website to 
obtain a schedule, to read minutes from previous meetings, or to contact a school board trustee. 
For more information about meetings at public charter schools or private schools contact the 
school directly.
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Exceptional Family Member Program & Special Needs

The Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) is standard and mandatory for all 
Department of Defense active-duty service members. It is meant to identify family members 
with special medical and/or educational needs.

EFMP is designed to provide support to military family members and 
includes a variety of personnel, medical, and family support functions. The 
exceptional Family member Program – Family support (EFMP-FS) is 
the community support function that includes, but is not limited to, on-and 
off-base information and referral, parent training, and support groups. The 
EFMP-FS coordinator assigned to Nellis can be reached at (702) 652-3327 
or by visiting the Airman & Family Readiness Center (A&FRC).

Whether a child has or has not	been	identified	as	a	student	with	special	needs,	it	is	important	
that parents take advantage of the military resources that can help their child maximize his 
or her potential.  Discuss your concerns with your child’s physician and follow up with any 
recommended testing. Once a member has entered the program, the needs of the family will 
be considered during the assignment process.  However, the needs of the Air Force will always 
be considered first.  When making a permanent change of station (PCS), contact local schools 
to schedule time to meet with teachers and administrators, so they can become  familiar with 
his/her needs. For more information about EFMP and helpful hints to navigate the special 
education  process, visit Specialized Training of Military Parents (STOMP).    

http://ccsd.net/district/areas/
http://ccsd.net/district/areas/
http://ccsd.net/trustees/
http://ccsd.net/
http://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/pls/psgprod/f?p=MHF:HOME1:0::::SID:20.40.500.565.0.0.0.0.0
http://www.stompproject.org/
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Individualized Education Program (IEP)

initial evaluation
When considering the educational needs of a student with suspected special needs, the 
process begins with an initial evaluation. The initial evaluation may refer to: (1) general 
education students with no history of special education; (2) general education students who 
previously received special education, but exited; and (3) all transfer students from other states 
or Department of Defense Dependent Schools (DoDDS) who have out-of-state eligibility for 
special education, but no current eligibility in Nevada. While the request for an initial or re-
evaluation can be made verbally, it is always a good idea to make the request in writing for 
record-keeping and documentation purposes. Each state’s public school system and DoDDS 
have different implementing rules for special education, but the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) provides the fundamental statutory guidelines for accommodating special 
needs students who transfer from one school district to another.  Essentially, it requires that a 
student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) be honored upon relocation whether within 
a state, to another state, or to a DoD school. NOTe: The law requires the school to provide 
comparable services, but this does not mean exact services. The term “comparable” has been 
defined	to	mean	that	the	student’s	special	education	and	related	services	will	be	similar	or	
equivalent to those provided in the previous school, but need not be an exact match in terms 
of time or provider because the learning environment in the new school system may vary from 
the one that the student previously attended.   Once the request for an initial evaluation is made 
by the parent or school staff, the school district can: (1) decide an evaluation is not warranted 
or	determine	that	interventions	will	be	tried	first;	refusal	must	be	completed	and	sent	to	the	
parents; (2) proceed with an initial evaluation; or (3) proceed with an initial evaluation and 
refer to a Student Intervention Team at the same time. The time line for completing an initial 
evaluation in Nevada is 45 school days from the date of parental consent for evaluation through 
formal determination of the student’s eligibility for special education. The school then has 30 
calendar days to complete IEP development for eligible students.

ieP
Once the initial evaluation is complete and a determination for accommodations is made, 
parents should work closely with the school in developing the IEP. Every IEP must be designed 
for one student and must be a truly individualized document. The IEP creates an opportunity 
for teachers, parents, school administrators, related services personnel, and students (when 
appropriate) to work together to improve educational results for children with disabilities. It is 
the foundation of a quality education for each child with a special need. 
It is important for all parents to remember that ensuring a smooth transition for all children 
is important, but perhaps, more so for children with special needs. Therefore, parents should 
provide as much information as possible to the IEP team about their child’s strengths and 
needs.  For that reason, it is important for parents to send or hand-carry the child’s 
special education assessments, iePs, and progress reports to the new school to minimize 
interruption to services for the child.
rememBer: The new school may accept the incoming IEP or develop, adopt, and implement 
a new IEP for the child based on information collected regarding needs and the child’s present 
level of performance in the new learning environment.  A new IEP or 504 Plan (see page 22) 
will be drafted with the consensus of the team as to the type, duration, and intensity of services 
needed for the current school year.

http://idea.ed.gov/
http://idea.ed.gov/


Section 504 is a federal law designed to protect the rights of individuals with disabilities in 
programs	and	activities	that	receive	Federal	financial	assistance	from	the	U.S.	Department	
of	Education	(ED).	Section	504	provides:	“No	otherwise	qualified	individual	with	a	disability	
in the United States . . . shall, solely by reason of her or his disability, be excluded from the 
participation	in,	be	denied	the	benefits	of,	or	be	subjected	to	discrimination	under	any	program	
or	activity	receiving	Federal	financial	assistance	.	.	.	”	(U.S.	Department	of	Education	–	Protecting	
Children with Disabilities (www.ed.gov). Essentially, 504 Plans call for disability-related needs 
met primarily by regular education programs with the addition of certain accommodations or 
related aids and services. Ususally, 504 Plans can be put in place much faster than IEPs and can 
be a useful alternative to the IEP process if basic accommodations are required for the child 
instead of a full program. 
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MCEC Sending  & Receiving School Checklist
•Course	Description	Book
•Attendance	and	Tardy	Records
•Report	Card
•Current	Schedule
•Withdrawal	Grades
•Transcript/Course	History	(with	grading	system)
•Class	Rank
•Testing	Information	-	Standardized	Test	Scores,	End	of	
Course Test Scores, Competency Test Scores
•Health	Records	(including	Shot	Records)

•Birth	Certificate
•Social	Security	Number
•Activities	Record	(co/extracurricular)
•IEP/504/Gifted	Records
•JROTC	Records
•Guardianship/custody	Papers
•Letters	of	Recommendations	(especially	
for senior students)
•Writing	Samples	(if	available)
•Portfolios	(if	available)

504 Plan

Keep Track of Your Child’s Documents When You Transfer
Military children face many of the same challenges as their parents when moving from one 
community to another.  Not the least of which is transitioning to a new school with new 
requirements and new rules.  The best way to ease the transition is to keep accurate academic 
and extracurricular records for your child, and encourage older children to do the same. You 
should avoid packing school records, copies of IEPs or similarly important school documents 
in luggage. If your luggage is lost, so are the school documents.  The Military Child Education 
Coalition (MCEC) suggests that sending and receiving school systems include the items below 
when transferring records of military dependent children.  
Middle and high school students also should download and keep copies of school handbooks & 
course descriptions (if separate items) for reference. If possible, consider asking for a sponsor 
at the new school.  At some installations this is arranged through the local Youth Center or 
by contacting the school directly. It is also important to prepare for the emotional aspect of 
a move, and some children will grieve at the thought of leaving friends. The CCSD Guidance 
& Counseling website also has planning guides for students entering middle school to those 
headed to college or careers.  Simply select one of the Moving On planning guides located on 
the Guidance and Counseling home page.
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Most serious considerations for post secondary education should begin no later than when 
children leave primary education (elementary school) and enter secondary education (middle 
or junior high school), but it is never too early to begin thinking about post-secondary 
educational options.  
Military children should develop a habit of collecting and saving evidence of their 
accomplishments, particularly those pertaining to extracurricular activities, awards, jobs 
(including volunteer work), and grades.  A portfolio (paper or electronic) is the best way to 
manage	the	report	cards,	awards	certificates,	newspaper	articles,	photographs,	etc.	a	student	
collects during his or her academic career.  Call the SLO at (702) 652-3327 for more guidance.
Paying for higher education becomes a more expensive proposition every year.  Below is a small 
list	of	financial	aid	resources	you	may	find	useful	in	the	quest	to	secure	financing	for	college,	
vocational, or other educational options. 
Beware of scams and services that offer to search for financial aid money for a fee. The 
law protects you against this type of fraud. For free information or to file a complaint, call 
(877) 382-4357 or visit the Federal Trade Commission's Scholarship Scam website.
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•	http://www.gotocollegenevada.org
A step-buy-step guide to attending a Nevada university or college.

•	http://www.nvcis.intocareers.org/ 
Nevada career information system (for Nevada residents only) provides information   
about	financial	aid,	programs	of	study	&	training,	apprenticeships,	Nevada	schools,		 	
national college & universities, and Educational Planning.  

•	http://ccsd.net/departments/guidance-counseling/ 
The ccsD Guidance & counseling Department updates scholarships all year long.

•	http://nevadatreasurer.gov/millenniumscholarship.htm
 Governor Guinn Nevada millennium scholarship	provides	financial	support	to	Nevada's		

high school graduates attending a Nevada college or university.
•	http://www.collegescholarships.org/
 Browse myriad scholarships based upon desired degree, state, and other categories.

• http://www.afas.org/ 
 The air Force aid society General Henry H. Arnold Education Grant  
 Program provides grants to children of: active-duty members. Title 10 AGR/Reserve.   

Title 32 AGR performing full-time active duty, retired, retired reserve and deceased   
Air Force members; spouses (stateside) of active-duty members and Title 10    
AGR/Reservists; and surviving spouses of deceased personnel for their undergraduate   
studies.

•	http://www.college.gov/wps/portal
 Department of education’s federal student aid information website.
•	http://www.militaryscholar.org/ 
 Sponsored by DeCA, the scholarships of military children Program was created to   
recognized	the	contributions	of	military	families	to	the	readiness	of	the	fighting	force		 	
and to celebrate the role of the commissary in the military family community.

For	more	information	about	financial	aid	programs,	email	the	SLO or call (702) 652-3327. 
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OrGaNizaTiON    WeBsiTe Or liNK

http://www.militarychild.org/

Dept of Defense education activity 
(DoDEA) is for schools located overseas 
and on some state-side installations.

http://www.dodea.edu/

military K-12 Partners promotes 
partnerships between services, school 
districts	and	educators	and	non-profit/
private organizations.

http://militaryk12partners.dodea.edu/

Nevada PeP offers a variety of training 
workshops on special education and 
disability-related topics. 

http://www.nvpep.org

military HomeFront
Click “Troops & Families” for Specials 
Needs, EFMP and Education. Tools for 
PCS include “Plan My Move” and Military 
Installations

http://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/ 

National military Family association 
(NMFA) sponsors Operation Purple 
Summer Camps and much more. Click on 
“Education”, then “children’s education”

http://www.nmfa.org/

military Onesource offers a wide 
variety of programs and services

http://www.militaryonesource.com

DoD and states, Partnering to 
support military Families is an 
advocacy group working to minimize 
disruption for military children during 
transition and deployment 

http://www.usa4militaryfamilies.dod.mil
 

http://www.stompproject.org/
specialized Training for military 
Parents (STOMP) has website resources 
on developing IEPs, list of invaluable 
publications and checklists

military Teen on the move (MTOM) 
also has link for kids on the move

http://www.defenselink.mil/mtom/

Tutor.com provides free online tutoring 
and homework help from professional 
tutors in more than 16 subjects.

http://www.tutor.com/military

military child education coalition        
(MCEC) a national organization that 
advocates “for the sake of the child
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This list of websites below is not intended to be exhaustive, but to serve as a convenience for 
military parents and families departing or arriving at Nellis and Creech AFBs.  Inclusion of 
website	does	not	in	any	way	reflect	endorsement	by	Department	of	Defense,	United	States	Air	
Force or Nellis and/or Creech AFBs. 
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CONUS

air Force Base  slO    Phone  email                    
Altus   Dr. June Knight  (480) 481-6761 charlotte.knight@altus.af.mil
Barksdale   Reggie Coles   (318) 456-8400 reginald.coles@barksdale.af.mil
Beale   Annette Goodly  (530) 634-3539  annette.goodly@beale.af.mil
Brooks (see Lackland) 
Buckley   Rena Palmer   (720) 847-9038 rena.palmer@buckley.af.mil
Cannon   Laura Serrano  (575) 784-1528 laura.serrano@cannon.af.mil 
Columbus		 	 EJ	Griffis	 	 (662)	434-2792		e.griffis@columbus.af.mil 
Davis-Monthan  Stacy Dutton  (520) 228-3847  Stacy.Dutton@dm.af.mil
Dyess    Diane Russell   (325) 696-5999 diane.russell@dyess.af.mil 
Dover    Sally Savoie   (302) 677-6930 sally.savoie@us.af.mil
Edwards   Elizabeth Hodge   (661) 277-3210 Elizabeth.Hodge@edwards.af.mil
Eglin   Jodie Parker  (850) 882-7237 Jodie.Parker@eglin.af.mil  
Eielson   David Gomez  (907) 377-4795 david.gomez@eielson.af.mil 
Ellsworth   Chad Canaan  (605) 385-4663 chad.canaan@ellsworth.af.mil
Fairchild   Steve McMullen   (509) 247-5748 steve.mcmullen@us.af.mil 
Goodfellow  Larry Lumpkin  (325) 654-5225 larry.lumpkin@goodfellow.af.mil
Grand Forks   Kelly Painter  (701) 747-4484 kelly.painter@us.af.mil 
Hanscom  Lisa Pizarro  (781) 225-1482 lisa.pizarro@hanscom.af.mil 
Hill    Judith Maughan   (801) 775-5960 judith.maughan@hill.af.mil
Holloman   Virginia McKinley (575) 572-7754 virginia.mckinley@holloman.af.mil 
Hurlburt  Nancy Prescott  (850) 884-6829 Nancy.Prescott@hurlburt.af.mil
Keesler   Gerald Cross  (228) 376-8510 gerald.cross.1@us.af.mil 
Kirtland   Beth Mann  (505) 846-6477 Beth.Mann@kirtland.af.mil
Lackland   Lori Phipps   (210) 671-3722 lori.phipps@us.af.mil 
Laughlin   Janet Johnson  (830) 298-5620 Janet.Johnson@laughlin.af.mil 
Little Rock   Terry Shaw  (501) 987-8941 terry.shaw@us.af.mil
Los Angeles  Ida Humphrey  (310) 653-8631 ida.humphrey@losangeles.af.mil
Luke   Darrin Brown  (623) 856-6378 darrin.brown@luke.af.mil
Maxwell   Randy Stokes  (334) 953-2751 randy.stokes@maxwell.af.mil
Malmstrom  Dawn Beal  (406) 731-4900 dawn.beal@malmstrom.af.mil 
MacDill    Nelly Richards   (813) 828-2244 nelly.richards@us.af.mil
McConnell   Vacant (6/1/12)  (316) 759-3182  22FSS.SLO@us.af.mil
Minot    Matt Balas  (701) 723-1447  Matthew.Balas@minot.af.mil
Moody    Ann Lukens   (229) 257-4380 ann.lukens@moody.af.mil 
Mountain Home   Charles "Mike" Jewel (208) 828-2458  charles.jewell@mountainhome.af.mil
Nellis & Creech   Ron Gibson   (702) 652-3327 ronald.gibson.ctr@nellis.af.mil 
Offutt    Donna Lindenstruth  (402) 294-4329 Donna.Lindenstruth@offutt.af.mil 
Patrick   Salvatore Noto  (321) 494-5675 Salvatore.Noto@patrick.af.mil  
Peterson  Lisa Ballard  (719) 556-6141 Lisa.Ballard@peterson.af.mil
Pope    Gerry Shonder  (910) 394-2538  Gerald.Schonder1@pope.af.mil
Scott    Dr. Cynthia Doil  (618) 256-9595  cynthia.doil@scott.af.mil 
Seymour-Johnson  Robert Freeman   (702) 722-0691 robert.freeman@seymourjohnson.af.mil 
Shaw    John Kennedy   (702) 965-1358 john.kennedy@shaw.af.mil 
Randolph  Wanda Cooper  DSN: 487-3060 Wanda.Cooper@randolph.af.mil 

Following is an alphabetical list of CONUS (Continental US) and OCONUS (Outside Continental 
US)	Air	Force	and	Joint	Base	School	Liaison	Officers	(SLO).	If	you	fail	to	find	a	SLO	point	of	
contact for a particular installation, contact the Nellis & Creech AFB SLO at (702) 652-3327 or 
via email.  
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air Force Base  slO    Phone   email               
Robins   Lesley Darley  (478) 327-7692 Lesley.Darley@robins.af.mil
Schriever  Andrea Hernandez (719) 567-3920  andrea.hernandez@schriever.af.mil
Sheppard  Michael Wenk  (940) 676-6774 michael.wenk@sheppard.af.mil 
Tinker   Richard  Tarbox  (405) 739-2747 richard.tarbox@tinker.af.mil 
Travis    Sylvia Crowder   (707) 424-2486 sylvia.crowder.2@us.af.mil
Tyndall    Barbara Copeland  (850) 283-2650 barbara.copeland@tyndall.af.mil 
USAFA    Jodie Rhone  (719) 333-3444 Jodie.Rhone@usafa.af.mil
Vance   Ruthie Wisdom-McMeans (580) 213-7517 ruthie.wismcmeans@vance.af.mil
Vandenberg  Jamie Lopez  (805) 606-0039 jaime.lopez@vandenberg.af.mil 
Warren   Mary Brown  (307) 773-5943  Mary.Brown@warren.af.mil 
Whiteman  Meladee Bay  (660)687-4532 Meladee.Bay@whiteman.af.mil 
Wright-Patterson  Andrea Attaway-Young  (937) 257-0942 andrea.attaway-young@wpafb.af.mil

Joint Bases   slO    Phone  email                   
JB Anacostia Bolling Maryanna Bond  (202) 404-1652  maryanna.bond@navy.mil 
JB Andrews/NAF Washington Sharon Moore   (301)981-0057 11MSS.SLO@afncr.af.mil
JB Charleston   Chris Gerry   (843) 963-4438 christopher.gerry@us.af.mil
JB Elmendorf Richardson Brian Griggs  (907) 384-0358 brian.griggs@elmendorf.af.mil 
JB Elmendorf Richardson  Jena Bienia   (907) 552-4521 jena.bienia@elmendorf.af.mil 
JB Elmendorf Richardson Adele Daniels  (907) 384-2278  adele.daniels@elmendorf.af.mil 
JB Langley-Ft. Eustis  David Wiker  (757) 225-1885  david.wiker@langley.af.mil 
JB Langley-Ft. Eustis Kristina Gomez  (757) 225-1885 krisyy.gomez@us.army.mil
JB Lewis-McChord Norma Melo  (253) 967-7195 norma.melo@us.army.mil  
JB McGuire Dix Lakehurst Sala Jackson  (609) 562-3160 sala.jackson@mcGuire.af.mil 
JB Pearl Harbor- Hickam  Darren Dean   (808)449-1577 darren.dean@hickam.af.mil 

OCONUS

air Base  slO    Phone (DsN) email     
Alconbury  Felicia Kersh  314-268-3232 felicia.kersh@alconbury.af.mil  
   Elodia Medina   314-268-3557 elodia.medina@alconbury.af.mil 
Andersen Annex  Rebecca Duncan  671-366-5126 rebecca.duncan@andersen.af.mi
Ankara   Rodney Price  314-672-8122  rodney.price.1@incirlik.af.mil
Aviano   Ann Maglio  314-632-5261 Ann.Maglio@aviano.af.mil
Croughton  Lori Dunn  314-236-8578 lori.dunn@croughton.af.mil  
Incirlik    Vernon Reddick  314-458-6105 Vernon.Reddick@incirlik.af.mil
Kadena    Elaine Daly-Rath  315-634-7420 elaine.dalyrath@kadena.af.mil
Kaiserslautern   Jamie Albers   314-489-6771 jamie.albers@ramstein.af.mil
        86MSG.SLO@ramstein.af.mil
Klein Brogel Spangdahlem  Melissa Seiler   314-358-9419 melissa.seiler@kleinebrogel.spangdahlem.af.mil
Lajes    Laurie	Salafia  314-535-4138 laurie.salafia@lajes.af.mil
Lakenheath  Lisa Thompson   314-226-5078 48MSG.CCL@lakenheath.af.mil  
Menwith Hill  Amy Andrews  314-262-7345 amy.andrews@menwithhill.af.mil  
        421abg.sl@menwithhill.af.mil  
Misawa    Mary McCarty   315-226-7271 mary.mccarty@misawa.af.mil 
Moron   Darla Carlisle  314-722-8044 darla.carlisle@moron.af.mil  
Osan    Emicosa Cox  315-784-4966  emiciosa.cox@osan.af.mil
Spangdahlem  Jennifer Ramos  314-452-6942 jennifer.ramos@spangdahlem.af.mil
USAFE HQ  Michelle Padgett  314-480-7464 Michelle.Padgett@ramstein.af.mil
USAFE HQ  Jenifer Green   314-480-7464 jenifer.green@ramstein.af.mil 
Yokota   Anthony Fichera  315-225-3438 anthony.fichera@yokota.af.mil 
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Fin
(End)

The School Liaison Office was fortunate to receive assistance from several individuals who gave 
their time and effort to review and to help develop this year's  Military Child Education Guide. The
School Liaison Officer extends special appreciation to the following professionals: 
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