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SLO Newsday 
The Mojave High School Athletic Fair is 
scheduled for  6pm Monday, June 6 at the 
school cafeteria. Parents and students will 
be introduced to the new varsity coaches 
and their staffs.  For more information, call 
Mojave High School at (702) 799-0432 or 
email Principal Antonio Rael.

Lomie G. Heard’s Kindergarten Roundup 
is scheduled for June 21 and 22 for 
children zoned to attend during the 2011-
2012 school year. Prospective students 
whose name begins with letter A-L may 
visit the school anytime between 8-11 
am Tuesday, June 21.  All others should 
attend between 8-11 am Wednesday, 
June 22. Attendees should bring each 
child’s original birth cerficate, updated 
immunization record, and proof  of address 
(e.g. housing letter, top copy of lease, or 
Nellis Cable or Direct TV bill). Families not 
living in base housing who plan to request 
a zone variance also are welcome to attend 
the Roundup.  However, attendance does 
not guarantee approval of your request. 
Parents will not receive notification of 
approval or denial  of zone variance 
requests until August.

The 3rd Annual 2011 Nevada 
Homeschool Expo is scheduled for 
10am-5pm Saturday, June 11 at Lied’s 
Memorial Boys & Girls Clubhouse. 
The full-day event includes workshops, 
guest speakers, exhibits and information 
regarding the latest curriculum and 
what tools are available to assist current 
and prospective homeschool families in 
Nevada. Call (866) 567-7887 or click here 
for more information.

Graduation ceremonies for Clark County 
School District  (CCSD) are scheduled for 
May 25 through June 22. Click here for the 
full schedule.

Superintendent Dwight D. Jones 
presented a document titled, “A Look 
Ahead Phase 1: Preliminary Reforms 
Report” at the May 26 meeting of the 
CCSD Board of Trustees. The report 
provides a sneak peak of plans to improve 
student performance and to ensure all 
students are “ready by exit.”

The 2nd Annual Nellis & Creech Military 
Child Education Fair & Forum is 
scheduled for 5-7:30 Tuesday, Aug. 16 
at The Club.  For more information or to 
register, call the SLO at (702) 652-3327.
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Continued on page 2

Enjoy Summer Break!

Rael Seeks to Restore Rattler Nation’s Academic Bite 
Mojave Hires New Principal

Antonio Rael, new principal at 
Mojave High School. 

If there was only one thing 
new Mojave High School 
Principal Antonio Rael could 
choose for Nellis and Creech 
families to remember about 
his school from this moment 
forward it would be this: forget 
almost everything you’ve heard 
before.

The irony of the plea isn’t lost 
on Rael, who is well aware of 
Mojave’s perennial failures to 
make adequate yearly progress 
(AYP), the well-publicized 
disciplinary problems, and 
the school’s poor reputation 
among some military families zoned to 
attend the high school. Rael said he knows 
there is no magic pill to fix what ails Mojave, 
but he is confident in his new staff’s 
ability to confound those low expectations 
and to overcome the school’s chronic 
underachievement.

“Make no mistake. This is going to take time 
and a great deal of effort, but we will get 
there,” Rael said.  “There will be an obvious 
and positive difference when you walk on 
campus this fall. This is a new Rattler Nation. 
It’s going to be a whole new day.” 

But like most change and benefit, this “new 
day” also came with some costs. In this case, 
it was personnel.

Mojave was one of three high schools 
and two elementary schools in the Clark 
County School District (CCSD) to reorganize 
and consequently replace the lion’s share 
of administrators and teachers. The 
reorganization of the school is a stipulation 
of a federal school improvement grant or 
SIG.

SIG benefits are “huge” for 
Mojave, according to Rael, 
who said Mojave can expect 
to see nearly $2.5 million flow 
into the school each of the 
next three years. The grant 
will be used toward fulfilling 
SIG’s stipulation to create an 
academic focus. Mojave has 
settled on two-part “governing 
philosophy.”

The first is “ready by exit,” 
which means students should 
be ready for college, military 
service, or the work force 
when they walk out of Mojave’s 

doors as a graduate.
“The more important point to remember 

here is that for students to be ‘ready by exit’ 
their senior year they must be ready as a 
junior; to be ready as a junior they have to 
ready by a sophomore; a sophomore has 
to be ready as a freshman,”  explained Rael. 
“That represents a huge shift in thinking 
and it requires intense cooperation among 
our staff and the middle schools that feed 
students to us, like Cram, Findlay, Johnston, 
and Sedway.”  

The second part is to implement an 
engineering focus at Mojave with the 
intention of “growing future engineers and 
increasing math scores.” Rael met with the 
dean of University of Nevada Las Vegas 
(UNLV) College of Engineering to create a 
pipeline of prospective students to attend 
the college after graduation as a way to 
leverage local resources and to provide 
additional support for this fall’s nascent 
program.

A math teacher by trade, Rael is dismayed 
by Mojave students’ poor math performance 
on the annual Nevada High School 
Proficiency Exam (NHSPE) that has plagued 
the school for years.  

“One way to overcome the 
underperformance is to integrate math 
into every classroom, so it’s very real and 
tangible,” explained Rael. “If they understand 
how it relates to a career field and their 
interaction with the everyday world, then 
it prompts them to build background 
knowledge that will be in their long-term 
memory.”

The engineering focus and “ready by exit” 
initiatives are just a part of the changes 
parents and students can expect.  Rael said 
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obvious and positive 
difference when you 
walk on campus this 
fall. This is a new 
Rattler Nation. 

Antonio Rael
New Mojave Principal
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applicants for every one they hired. Rael’s 
last day as Fremont principal was May 20.

Fortunately for Rael and Mojave, 
reconstituting a school and guiding them 
through reorganization is familiar ground 
for him. 

“When I went to Fremont, I had the 
privilege of doing the same thing I’m doing 
now, which was very advantageous in 
setting up interviews and moving ahead as 
efficiently and effectively as possible,” Rael 
said. “In a process like this there is no lag 
time.  Everything has to be right now.  The 
District, parents, students, and the entire 
community want and deserve positive 
results as soon as possible.  We’re ‘all in’ to 
make that happen.”

Rael has attended and plans to continue 
attending the Nellis and Creech Community 
Education Advisory Board where the 
military and civilian school liaison officer 
and CCSD officials discuss ways to improve 
local military child education. He also plans 
to attend the annual Nellis and Creech 
AFBs Military Child Education Forum 
scheduled for 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 16 here at The Club. 

Until then, Rael encourages Nellis and 
Creech families to look out for other events 
Mojave plans to host leading up to and after 
the 2011-2012 school year begins, including 
Freshman Night and Parent Athletic Night. 
Rael also is seeking input form military 
parents.

“You can’t solve problems if you don’t know 
the issues, so I need parents to communicate 
with me and share their concerns” said Rael. 
“If we’re going to make the positive changes 
we all want to see at Mojave, then we all 
need to speak to each other and tackle the 
problems one at time.”

ABBOTT AND FENNER SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM : Abbott & Fenner Business 
Consultants will be awarding up to $1,000 
to the winner(s) each year. Students should 
submit an essay on the topic that appears on 
the scholarship page of their website. Full 
details are available on their website. The 
deadline is June 18.

LAS VEGAS SOUTHWEST ROTARY CLUB 
SCHOLARSHIP: The Las Vegas Southwest 
Rotary Club will award one $9,600 academic 
scholarship to a graduating senior for the 
academic year 2011-2012 that intends to 
attend UNLV, UNR, CCSN or other Community 
College in Nevada. To apply please complete the 
scholarship packet by June 1. See the school 
counselor for an application or email the school 
liaison officer.

DO NOT ALLOW SCHOLARSHIPS TO GO 
UNCLAIMED: There are countless websites 
that allow instant access to applications to 
numerous scholarships and grants, many of 
which go unclaimed each year.  Anyone who has 
not visited the following websites should do so 
immediately for your chance to grab a piece of 
the scholarship pie!

• http://www.nvcis.infocareers.org/
• http://aid.military.com/scholarship/

search-for-scholarships.do
• http://www.militaryscholar.org
• www.students.gov

NELLIS  EFMP FAMILY DAY/INFORMATION 
FAIR: This Exceptional Family Member 
Program event is scheduled for 11am-2pm 
Saturday, Aug. 6 at the Nellis Golf Course. 
There will be fun activities for children, “meet 
and greet” other parents, and an opportunity 
to gain a wealth of information about on- and 
off-base services available for special needs 
families.

“YOU MADE THE GRADE” PROGRAM: This 
is a worldwide AAFES program designed to 
reward students for above-average academic 
achievement and to inspire them to continue 
to work harder. Each year, the BX awards 
12 savings bonds in the total amount of 
$40,000!  Students can register for a drawing 
for one of three Savings Bonds in the amount of 
$5000, $3000, or $2000, among other prizes.  
Drawings are held in January, April, July and 
October. All entries must be received by the 
close of the preceding calendar quarter (that 
means June for the July drawing). Drawing will 
be held quarterly by an independent contractor. 
Participating students must be attending a 
public or private school. If homeschooled, the 
student should provide written affirmation of 
their scholastic aptitude from a parent or other 
community-authorized education provider. 
See the main store manager of the local BX for 
more details.
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Continued from page 1
Mojave HS

Are Online Charter Schools Same As Home School? 

a longer instructional day – about 20 extra 
minutes per day – that will literally add 
weeks of teaching time to the school year 
is also part of his plan to add a little more 
academic bite to Rattler Nation.

SIG will compensate teachers charged 
with teaching the additional time.  Mojave 
teachers not only will see a five percent 
bump in pay, but also receive a SIG bonus 
for committing to teach at the school. In 
years two and three, Mojave plans to take 
the compensation a step further and pay 
for performance, so as students improve 
the teachers’ salaries will increase. Even 
the support staff will see an increase if the 
school makes AYP.

“It’s a tremendous model for success,” Rael 
said. “Everybody from the teacher to the 
nightshift custodian has a vested interest 
in student achievement. I think it’s one of 
the pieces the federal government got right 
when they devised SIG.”

Rael said he feels fortunate and gratified 
in this era of less money for schools and 
salaries that Mojave is able to have more 
money dedicated to his school than the 
previous year.

“We now have this great climate of change,” 
Rael said. “You have this excitement and 
energy that’s bringing the best professionals 
to our school and we can pay them as the 
best professionals.”

Rael had more than 300 employees from 
CCSD alone apply for Mojave positions 
since his appointment March 22, and Rael 
has been on the move ever since, splitting 
his time between serving as principal of 
Fremont Middle School and hiring new 
staff, including 92 teaching positions.  Rael 
said they were forced to turn away two 

The short answer is no.  However, The 
Nevada Homeschool Network (NHN) has 
discovered many parents, educators and the 
public at large are often confused about the 
differences between Homeschooling and 
home-based Charter Schools.  This gives the 
mistaken impression that if a family enrolls 
their child in a home-based charter school, 
then they are “homeschooling”.  They are not.  

Charter schools, whether brick and mortar 
or virtual, represent school choice in the 
public school system.  Students enrolled in 
a virtual or “home-based” charter school are 
public school students.  Parents supervise 
assigned school work, but they do not choose 
or develop any part of the curriculum, nor do 
they grade their student’s work or promote 
them to the next grade level.  The charter 
school is “responsible for the education of 
the child”.  Accountability is “based largely 
on performance on assessments aligned 
to state content standards”, and works 
“under the auspice of guaranteeing all 
students the opportunity for and access to 

a challenging and meaningful educational 
experience,.” according to the Nevada Dept of 
Education website. 

Homeschools by law are separate 
from the public school system.  Under 
Nevada Law (NRS 392.070, 392.700) 
parents choosing to homeschool take “full 
responsibility for the education of the child 
while the child is being homeschooled,”  
without public funding.  A home school 
parent legally directs the education of the 
child by choosing the curriculum, facilitating 
the educational process and determining 
the academic needs of the child, including 
promotion to the next grade level.  Thus, 
accountability for the child’s education 
rests with the parent, who in turn may be 
accountable to a court of law if required to do 
so (NRS 392.700 subsection 12).  For more 
information about home education, email 
the School Liaison Officer, the Nellis Home 
School Group, or NHN (Nevada Homeschool 
Network provided his article).             
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