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549th Combat Training Squadron

“Air Warrior I”

Mission
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The 549th Combat Training Squadron develops, executes and directs Air Combat Command’s Air Warrior I exercises. Air Warrior uses state-of-the-art technology, within sound fiscal limits, to provide world-class joint air-to-ground training focusing on the “Tactical Level of War.” Air Warrior provides realistic air-land battle training for U.S. Army commanders and their staff participating in exercises at the National Training Center, or NTC, Fort Irwin, California. Additionally, Air Warrior provides realistic air-to-ground training for the U.S. Air Force, sister services and international combat aircrews and tactical air control parties in a realistic simulated combat environment.

Background

In 1981, the United States Army began a series of sophisticated, realistic mock combat exercises at the NTC, Fort Irwin, California. From the onset, the Army asked then Headquarters Tactical Air Command, Langley Air Force Base, Virginia, to provide close air support missions and a tactical control system to support exercise battles. In late 1981, a memorandum of understanding between Tactical Air Command, or TAC, and the Army’s Training and Doctrine Command, led to a three-man detachment at Fort Irwin and a five-man detachment operating location at George Air Force Base, California, to support the Army’s requirements. The Air Force program was named CORONET ZAP.

The program was renamed Air Warrior in August 1983 and has matured through several organizational changes. In December 1985, operations at George Air Force Base were elevated to squadron status as the 4443d Tactical Training Squadron under the 35th Tactical Training Wing, and the Fort Irwin detachment was realigned from the 831st Air Division to the 602d Tactical Air Control Wing. By mid-1987, the Air Warrior program had grown in size and importance. The TAC commander appointed a command team to study the Air Warrior program and recommend changes to support its increasing mission.

On July 1, 1988, the Air Force contingent at Fort Irwin was redesignated as the 4445th Tactical Training Squadron and joined the 4443d Tactical Training Squadron as the two units reporting to the newly activated 4443d Tactical Training Group. Combined permanent personnel strength grew from the initial eight to 36. Temporary duty personnel deployed to George and Fort Irwin 14 times a year and the annual sorties flown grew from the 900 in the early program year to more than 4,000.

In 1989, faced with the impending closure of George Air Force Base, California, TAC directed the Air Warrior program to be transferred to Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, as a unit of the 57th Fighter Weapons Wing.

In January 1989, the 4443d Tactical Training Group successfully moved from George Air Force base to Nellis Air Force Base, effectively integrating a new training mission into TAC’s busiest base. Despite only a one-week break in exercises in which to complete the move, operations never missed a beat.

On November 1, 1991, the 4443d Tactical Training group was deactivated. The 4443d and 4445th Tactical Training Squadrons were redesignated as the 549th Joint Training Squadron and Detachment 1, 549th Joint Training Squadron respectively. On July 1, 194, the 549th Joint Training Squadron was redesignated the 549th Combat Training Squadron. On October 1, 1995, all 7th Wing detachments were reorganized: Detachment 1, 549th Combat Training Squadron, became Detachment 6, 57th Wing.

The 549th Combat Training Squadron supports ten annual Air Warrior I close air support training exercises – the largest continuous joint training program in the U.S. Air Force.  It provides operational control and logistical support for 36 deployed air units, 500 aircrew and 2,500 maintenance personnel, flying more than 5,000 hours in joint operations at the United States Army National Training center annually.  Air Warrior trained approximately 50,000 Army participants in the application and integration of air power.

The 549th Combat Training Squadron supported the design and development effort of the world’s first joint forces combat training measurement and debriefing system. This $36 million system, able to display and record 36 aircraft and 2,200 Army ground players simultaneously, merges the U.S Air Force’s Combat Maneuvering Instrumentation system with the U.S. Army’s Instrument Combat Training Center at Fort Irwin. Designated as the NTC/Air Warrior Measurement and Debriefing System, it affords air and ground commanders a real-time means to evaluate the effect of close air support on the NTC battlefield and provides exercise players the capability to review their performance through debriefing lessons learned on any given mission.
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